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ABSTRACT 
This report  analyzes the  val idat ion results  for a l l  system aspects of  

Publ icaMundi ,  based on actual  stakeholder  feedback received dur ing 

our  2 n d  GeoDataCamp (Athens,  Bremen) .  We f i rst  provide  background 

informat ion for the  events and the  part ic ipat ing stakeholders.  I n the  

fo l lowing,  we present  and analyze  received feedback grouped around 

the major  funct iona l i ty  clusters of Publ icaMundi .  In  this analysis,  we 

also provide  information on how we exploited stakeholder  feedback to  

improve the  Publ icaMundi  system.  Where  rele vant ,  we also discuss 

areas that  fa l l  outs ide  the scope the project ,  but  may be  of  use  to  the 

open data  community.   
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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY 

This report  analyzes the  val idat ion results  for a l l  system aspects of  

Publ icaMundi ,  based on actual  stakeholder  feedback received dur ing 

our  2 n d  Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamp (Athens,  Bremen).   

The f i rst  Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamp was organized in  Athens (June 

2014)  and served as a  f i rst  introduct ion of the  project  to stakeholders  

(data publ ishers ,  deve lopers ,  pr ivate sector ,  c i t izens ) ,  as wel l  as an  

opportunity  to col lect  user  requirements and rece ive  early  feedback for  

the  avai lable Publ icaMundi  prototypes.  

The second Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamps were organized in  Athens and 

Bremen (September/October  2015)  with a  focus on val idat ing al l  

software del iverables of the project .  During the events project  

members were avai lable to  short ly  present  the  avai lable  services/APIs,  

guide the  part ic ipants,  respond to quest ions,  and document  feedback .  

Feedback received from the  part icipants was analyzed and presented i n  

this  report ,  grouped around the  major  funct iona l i ty  clusters of  

Publ icaMundi .  Overal l ,  we have achieved great  coverage for  a l l  system 

aspects,  and received extremely  posit ive  comments regarding the 

prov ided funct iona l i t ies and ease of  use.  However ,  in  th is report  we 

focus only on cr i t ical  feedback ,  i .e .  areas that  requi red improvements in  

our  software.  We present  how we exploited stakeholder  feedback to  

improve the Publ icaMundi  software across al l  of  i ts  aspects ( e.g.  

technical ,  UI/UX ,  documentat ion ) .  When relevant ,  we a lso discuss 

feedback that  fa l l  outside the scope the project ,  but  may be  of use to  

the  open data community .   

Final ly ,  we would l ike to  emphasize  that  th is  report  presents val idat ion 

results based only  on feedback received dur ing our  2 n d  GeoDataCamps .  

With Publ icaMundi  technologies being in a  publ ic  beta for more than a  

year  ( labs .geodata.gov.gr ) ,  and with our  source  code be ing publ icly  

avai lable  ( gi thub.com/Publ icaMundi ) ,  we have received valuable  

insights ,  cr i t ique,  and suggest ions for  impr ovement  from numerous 

users ,  developers and data publ ishers.  We would l ike to express our  

sincere  acknowledgments to al l  these community members .  
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OGC Open Geospatial Consortium 

WMS Web Map Service 

WFS Web Feature Service 

CSW Catalogue Service for Web 

WPS Web Processing Service 

WCS Web Coverage Service 

WCPS Web Coverage Processing Service 

SQL Structured Query Language 

API Application Programming Interface 

SDI Spatial Data Infrastructure 

FOSS Free and Open Source Software 

OSGeo Open Source Geospatial Foundation 

CRS Coordinate Reference System 

GIS Geographical Information Systems 
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1 PUBLICAMUNDI GEODATACAMPS 
 

The f i rst  Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamp was organized in  Athens (June 2014)  

and served as a f i rst  int roduct ion of  the  project  to  stakeholders ( data 

publ ishers ,  deve lopers ,  pr ivate s ector ,  c i t izens ) ,  as wel l  as an opportunity  to  

col lect  user requi rements and rece ive ear ly  feedback for the  avai lable  

Publ icaMundi  prototypes.  

The second Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamps were organized in  Athens and 

Bremen (September/October  2015)  with a  focus on  va l idat ing al l  software  

del iverables of  the  project .  Dur ing the  events project  members were  

avai lable  to  short ly  present  the  avai lable  serv ices/APIs,  guide the  

part ic ipants,  respond to quest ions,  and document  feedback .  

In the fol lowing,  we provide backgro und information regarding the events 

(organizat ion ,  par t ic ipants ) .  

 

1.1 ORGANIZATION DETAILS 
The 2n d  Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamps were organized in  September /October 

2015 in  Athens and Bremen,  by partners Athena RC and rasdaman 

respect ively .  Thei r  focus was on val idat ing al l  software  del iverables of  the 

project  ( from  methodology to data  analysis  APIs ) .  For these events,  we have 

targeted broader user part icipat ion,  ensur ing good coverage across a l l  

potent ia l  stakeholders ( publ ic sector ,  pr ivate sector ,  c i t izens ) .  A  publ ic  

invitat ion was avai lable in  the project ’s  web site and dist r ibuted through 

publ ic  emai l  l ists ,  social  networks ,  and the  partner ’s  exist ing d isseminat ion  

channels.  

Our init ia l  goal  was  to l imit  part ic ipat ion to at  most  40 individua ls  per  

locat ion ,  in  order  to  ensure  a  product ive col laborat ion  with the  project ’s  

staff .  However ,  due to  increased interest ,  we raised the  l imit  of  part icipants  

to 50,  whi le a lso accommodating requests for demonstrat ion/t raining 

events.  This  was the  case for  the  GeoData Camp organized in  Athens,  as the  

product ion deployment of Publ icaMundi  software in geodata.gov .gr  gained 

publ icity .  To address these requests,  we took the fol lowing act ions :  

  Teleconferences .  We organized f ive (5) te leconference sessions 

(Google  Talk) to accommodate part icipat ion requests f rom publ ic  

sector bodies situated outs ide Athens and/or with a large number of  

interested part icipants (>5).  These sessions were most ly  focused on  

present ing the  data publ ishing methodologies,  as wel l  as on exploring 
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how Publ icaMundi  software  can be appl ied to also address 

organizat iona l  needs beyond open data publ ishing (e.g.  t ransit  maps 

DSS for pr imary/secondary educat ion).  

  Physical  meet ings .  We organized three (3) physical  meet ings in our  

premises with private sector  re presentat ives ( ICT SMEs,  la rge 

integrators ,  indiv idual  developers ) .  These meet ings focused on  

present ing the  Publ icaMundi  APIs,  with  part icular  emphasis  in  our  

Data  and Mapping APIs.  We rece ived excel lent  feedback,  and several  

requests for providing funct i onal i t ies beyond the  current  scope of the  

project  (e.g.  r ich infographics,  pa id  APIs,  pr ivate deployments) ,  which 

wi l l  be the  focus of  our future  exploitat ion act ions.  

  Community  Events .  We part ic ipated in severa l  community events ( e.g .  

Hackathons ,  competi t ions ,  open days )  with  a  role  extending beyond our  

disseminat ion act ions.  In  part icular ,  we received inquir ies for  

exploit ing Publ icaMundi  APIs dur ing these events f rom part icipat ing  

deve lopers (shor t  tra ining ,  suppor t ,  evaluat ion ) .  We exploited these 

opportunit ies as an intense and cri t ica l  beta -test ing,  offer ing on-si te 

support  and close interact ion with the part icipants.  

  Extra  documentat ion .  We prepared t raining mater ia l  target ing Greek 

publ ic  sector  publ ishers due to  increased demand for  internal  

t ra ining purposes.  This  act iv ity  provided us with cr i t ical  feedback for  

the case of novice  data  publ ishers ,  leading us to int roduce several  

improvements in the  UI and publ ishing processes.  

 

1.2 PARTICIPANTS 
We intent ional ly  assembled a  representat ive sample  of  a l l  Pu bl icaMundi  

stakeholders,  giv ing special  emphasis  in  data  publ ishers  and deve lopers ,  

which are  the  core target  group of  the  project .  In  part icular :  

  Data  Publ ishers (exper ienced ) .  This group comprised publ ic  sector  

representat ives exper ienced in the pol icy and technology aspects 

open data  publ ishing ( i . e .  >3 years exper ience,  >10 data sets 

publ ished ) .  

  Data  Publ ishers ( novices ) .  This  group comprised publ ic  sector  

representat ives with minimal  experience in pol icy  and technical  

aspects of open data publ ishing.  Due to  the recent  local  

re invigorat ion of  the PSI  Di rect ive ,  they  were  motivated but  h ighly  

inexperienced even in  core  terminology and concepts.  
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  SDI and Web GIS owners ( publ ic  sector ) .  This group comprised publ ic 

sector representat ives that  operate and exi st ing SDI and/or  Web GIS 

for  internal  or  external  purposes.  These were most ly  focused on 

examining how thei r  exist ing investments can be repurposed and 

extended by  Publ icaMundi  ( e.g .  harvest ing ,  interact ive  maps,  APIs ) ,  as 

wel l  as researching the  appl icat i on of Publ icaMundi  for replac ing 

thei r  ex ist ing systems. Thei r  reasoning was that  the  provided open 

source software  exceeds the  funct iona l i ty  of  thei r  exist ing systems,  

whi le  a lso ensuring INSPIRE/PSI  compl iance.  

  Publ ic  Sector  ( pol icy -moni tor ing/making ) .  This  group comprised publ ic  

sector  representat ives responsible for  monitoring and proposing 

geospat ia l - re lated pol icy  issues ( ranging f rom educat ion,  to energy,  

and t ranspor t ) .  They  were  motivated by  two indiv idual  requirements.  

First ,  examine how open geos pat ia l  data  and Publ icaMundi  serv ices 

can support  thei r  work.  Second,  explore  the appl icat ion of  

Publ icaMundi  for  thei r  specif ic  domains.  

  Developers (establ ished SMEs,  integrators ) .  This group comprised 

deve lopers f rom SMEs and large  ICT integrators.  Two s pecif ic  sub-

groups were  observed.  The f i rst  was target ing publ ic  sector contracts  

and wanted to  evaluate Publ icaMundi  as a  Web GIS/geospat ia l  DSS 

appl icat ion that  offers de  facto INSPIRE conformance.  The second 

was interested in the technology of Publ icaMu ndi  and the means for  

integrat ing our  output  in  thei r  commercial  offer ings.  

  Developers (star t -ups,  ind iv idua l ) .  This  group comprised mobi le/web 

deve lopers bui lding appl icat ions with open data.  They focus was on 

understanding and using the various APIs prov ided by  Publ icaMundi  

in commercial  appl icat ions.  Most of them al ready prov ided a product  

(e.g.  tourist  apps) and explored the  appl icat ion of  our interact ive  

maps and data  APIs to  complement  and/or  simpl i fy  their  server 

backends.  

  Developers ( open source -or iented ) .  This  group comprised wel l -

experience developers act ive in the appl icat ion of open source  

technologies,  with  specif ic  emphasis  in  OSGeo projects.  These were  

focused on issues relat ing to  the  Publ icaMundi  deployment  and  

integrat ion with open source  s oftware ,  as wel l  as in  comparing the  

prov ided funct iona l i t ies with open and proprietary  software.  

  Academia and Researchers ( postgraduate,  senior ) .  This group  

comprised postgraduate students ( MSc,  PhD candidates )  and 

researchers (Senior ,  Professors )  working  with geospat ia l  data  in their  
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respect ive  domains.  Most  were  proficient  in GIS technologies 

(especial ly  v isual izat ion/ana lysis )  and thei r  focus was the  appl icat ion 

of  Publ icaMundi  services as research -support  instrument s.  They  were 

motivated by  the inherent  avai labi l i ty  of high qual i ty  data ,  the lack of  

deployment/administ rat ion costs ,  and the  use of complex  WPS 

services for  thei r  domain -speci f ic  analysis  needs.  

  Cit izens (NGO,  C it izen Associat ions ) .  This group comprised cit izens 

with an establ ished backgrou nd of  part ic ipat ion in NGOs and open 

part ic ipatory  events.  These users were  mot ivated by  the v ision and 

impact of Publ icaMundi .  We engaged them due to the ir  ro le as act ive  

open data users ,  but  a lso as mult ipl ie rs  for our disseminat ion  

act ions.  

 

1.3 FEEDBACK COLLECTION 
Part ic ipants in the  GeoDataCamps were  provided with several  opportunit ies 

for  ga in ing hands-on experience in  a l l  Publ icaMundi  aspects ,  with  constant  

interact ion with Consort ium members.  The majority  of  feedback was 

received during the  v is -à -v is interact ions of Publ icaMundi  members with 

part ic ipants in  the  form of expl icit  suggest ions for  improvement ,  as wel l  as 

frequent ly  asked quest ions related to the  provided services.  Our members 

were  inst ructed to  lead discussions towards technical  aspects,  wit hout  

however  avoiding more generic  quest ions re lat ing to open data  publ ishing.  

For example ,  comments f rom novice publ ishers re lated to  the necessity  for 

complet ing a l l  metadata f ie lds were fol lowed -up by  examples on why this  

helps data  discovery  f rom cit iz ens.   

In part icular ,  we performed the  fo l lowing sessions for  sol ic it ing feedback 

from part icipants .  Al l  part ic ipants used labs.geodata .gov .gr  as a test ing 

sandbox,  with  complete f reedom for  experiment ing across i ts var ious 

services.   

  Data  Publ ishing (assisted) .  Part icipants were  guided by  

Consort ium members in  the ent ire data  publ ishing workf low with 

real -wor ld  examples of increasing complex i ty .  We presented the  

process on a  step-by-step basis,  a l lowing the  part icipants to  

interrupt  us at  any point  in  t ime.  

  Data  Publ ishing (solo) .  Part icipants were  asked to publ ish f ive  

datasets of  the ir  choosing in  labs.geodata.gov.gr.  Consort ium 

members provided l imited assistance dur ing this process and  

documenting common chal lenges/issues.  
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  Data  discovery  (solo) .  Part ic ipants were  g iven four  d if ferent  data  

discovery  retr ieval  scenarios of  increased complexity :  search for  a  

data set ,  download in custom format/CRS,  f ind the corresponding 

WMS,  prov ide an embedded map for  the  data  set .  Dur ing this 

session Publ icaMundi  me mbers d id  not  prov ide  any assistance.  

  Interact ive  maps (solo) .  Part icipants were  give  four  di fferent  

usage scenarios for  interact ive  maps,  of  increased compl exity :  

f ind a data set ,  create a custom map,  pr int  a  map,  upload a  

custom geospat ia l  data  set .  Agai n ,  dur ing this  session 

Publ icaMundi  members did  not  provide  any assistance.  

  Data  and Mapping APIs (assisted) .  Part icipants were guided by  

Consort ium members in severa l  scenarios of  how Publ icaMundi  

APIs can be  discovered and invoked (OGC,  Data API ,  Mapping  API) .  

We presented the  process on a  step -by-step basis,  a l lowing the  

part ic ipants to  interrupt  us at  any  point  in t ime  

  Data  and Mapping APIs (solo) .  Part icipants were given four usage 

scenarios for invok ing our  APIs ,  of  increased complexity :  ret r ieve  

a l ist  of beaches,  query  for  beaches near  cit ies,  create  an 

interact ive  map with these results,  analyze  a sate l l i te  image.  They 

were instructed to complete these assignments using our Data  

and Mapping API interact ive  authoring tools.  

  Grouped discussions.  Part ic ipants were grouped based on thei r  

group/session and a  short  open d iscussion was init iated by  

Publ icaMundi  members with the goal  of  expl ic it ly  request ing 

comments and feedback.  A plenary session fo l lowed where the  

major comments were  presented and discussed by  al l  

part ic ipants.  
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2 VALIDATION RESULTS 
 

In this sect ion we provide an analysis of  feedback received dur ing the  

Publ icaMundi  GeoDataCamp s,  as wel l  as during the ir  complementary  

act ions.  We have grouped feedback around the major funct ional i ty  clusters  

of  Publ icaMundi .  Overal l ,  we have achieved great  coverage for  a l l  system  

aspects,  and received ext remely posit ive  comments regarding the  provided 

funct ional i t ies and ease of use.  However,  in  the  fol lowing  we focus only on 

cr i t ical  feedback ,  i .e .  areas that  required improvements in  our  software.  

Further ,  we present  how we exploited stakeholder  feedback to improve the  

Publ icaMundi  software across a l l  of  i ts aspects ( e.g .  technical ,  UI/UX ,  

documentat ion ) .  F inal ly ,  and when relevant ,  we a lso discuss feedback that  

fa l l  outside  the  scope the  project ,  but  may be  of  use  to  the  open data  

community .  

 

2.1 DATA PUBLISHING 

2.1.1. Organization Management 
 

Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Or ga nizat ion  a l ias es .  In  

case  a d ata p ubl isher  

change s i ts  of f ic ia l  name,  

th is  prop agates  to  the  

URL  n ame s of  the  v ar iou s 

resources.  

A  ch ange in  the  of f ic ia l  

name of  publ ic  bodie s is  

inf requent  for  most  EU 

countr ies .  However ,  whi le  

moving  to  lo wer  

government  leve ls ,  i t  

could  be  more  f requen t  

The URL sche me h as bee n 

adap ted to  re move  

organiz at ion short  name s 

f rom URLs.  Therefore  

even when the  pu bl isher  

name ch ange s,  the  URL  is  

not  af fected  

Str uctu red  p ub l is her  

h ier arc hy .  Assign  ro le s 

with in  an org aniz at ion 

based  on  i ts  of f ic ia l  

departmental  h ier archy  

After  d iscu ssion w ith  data 

publ ishers ,  we  reached 

the  conc lus ion  that  the  

request  impl ied  the  

t ransfer  of  actua l  ch ain -

of -co mman d (a nd  t hus  

res p on s ib i l i ty )  w ith in  e ach 

organiz at ion.  

No act ion taken.  The  

introduct ion of  

h ierarchie s  would  

comp l icate  man age ment  

and introduce  ar t i f i c ia l  

(not  docu mented )  b arr ier s  

of  respon sib i l i ty .  Current  

ro le  man age ment  

suff ice s.  

 

2.1.2. Metadata 
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Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Increase v is ib i l i ty  of  

opt ion  for  import ing  

ex ist ing metad ata  

Data  publ isher s co uld  no t  

intu i t ive ly  understand  th e  

process  for  creat ing a  

dataset  by  reusing 

ex ist ing metad ata 

(essent ia l ly  missing  a  

shortcut  in  the  UI)  

Imple mented;  added 

opt ion  under  the  ‘Add  

dataset ’  button  

Organize  metad ata ed i to r  

in  Tabs  

Data  publ isher s were  

most ly  used  to  the  ed i to r  

st ructure  of  the  INSPIRE 

geoportal ,  us ing tab s  for  

metadata  group s  

Imple mented  us ing 

“accord ion”  wid gets  to  

fo l low  CKAN UI  be st  

pract ices.  

Order  of  opt ions  in  drop -

down l ists  for  metadata  

creat ion  

To speed -up  me tad ata 

creat ion ,  i t  w as  sug gested 

to  reorder  the  opt ion s in  

the  drop -down  l i sts  in  

decreas ing popular i ty  

Imple mented.  

Status  infor mat ion  for  

unpubl ished d atasets  an d 

resources  

Data  publ isher s requ ired  

a s imple  v isu al  ind icat io n 

in  the i r  Dashbo ard 

regard ing  the  var ious  

status  s tats  of  the i r  

datasets  and  resource s  

Imple mented;  Co lored 

tag s next  to  resour ces  o r  

datasets in  the  Dashbo ard 

prov ide  th is  infor mat ion  

in  a g lan ce  

 
 

2.1.3. Data 
 

Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Sty l ing op t ion s for  vecto r  

datasets  

Data  publ isher s needed  

speci f ic  UI  e le men ts  to  

he lp  the m ch ange the  

map sty l ing of  the  

publ ished d ata.  

Imple mented  in  the  

Man age ment  page  of  OGC 

web serv ices  for  vector  

resources.  Sup port  for  

def in ing  a  vector  s ty le  

through SLD is  prov ided.  

Prov ide  l ive  l inks for  

Mapp ing and  Data AP I  

Deve lopers  asked  for  a  

uni f ied  page  th at  wi l l  

inc lude  a l l  the  needed 

resources  to  access the  

Publ icaMundi  APIs  

The fe ature  was  

imp lemen ted by  adding  a  

“Deve lopers”  tab under  

each dataset ,  w ith  an  

accord ion w idget ,  

prov id ing  l in ks  an d co de 

snippets f or  acce ssin g 
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vector  d ata f ro m the  API s  

Add WMS prev iew  to  the  

or ig in al  re sourc e  

Some  publ isher s 

commented  th at  by  

default  the  uplo aded  

resource  is  not  ass igned  

a prev iew in  cases  of  z ip  

f i les  inc ludin g shapef i le s  

A prev iew  feature  w as  

imp lemen ted u sin g the  

WMS prev iew  of  inge ste d 

dataset s  

Rename  WMS layers  in  

vector  in gest ion pro ces s  

Some  publ isher s asked 

for  a  layer  ren aming  tool  

dur ing the  pub l icat ion 

process  

A text  f ie ld  w as  added in  

the  inge st ion po pup to  

ask  for  a  d isp lay  n ame f or  

the  inge sted  resource  fo r  

d isp lay  purpose s  

Se lect  format  f ro m a 

prov ided l is t  

User s w anted  to  av oid  

typ ing the  u plo aded 

resource  for mat  and  

asked  for  a  drop -down  l i st  

of  supp orted for mat s  

An auto -co mplete  widget  

was  imple men ted ,  

inc lud ing the  supported  

vector  for mats  

Data  prepar at ion  A f requent  quest ion  f rom 

data pub l ishers  regarded  

the  s teps  tow ards  

prepar ing  geosp at ia l  

resources  for  up load ( e. g .  

fo rmat ,  CRS ) .  

No act ion taken;  dur ing  

t ra in ing act iv i t ies  we  

encouraged  publ isher s to  

sub mit  data  as - is ,  

exp lain ing  the m h ow the  

auto mat ic  inge st ion and  

on-de mand 

t ransfor mat io n pro ce sse s 

work .  

Support  re mote  access  to  

raster  data  

Since  raster  d ata  are  

of ten  mass ive  in  s ize ,  

users  requested  an op t io n 

to  prov ide  URL s of  

a l re ady up loaded r aster  

data inste ad  of  u p lo adin g 

them dur ing  publ icat ion  

This  w as imp le mented  

with  a  Ce lery  task ,  which  

downloads  the  raster  d ata 

asynchronous ly  in  order  

to  pub l ish  to  OGC web 

serv ices  at  a  later  stage 

through the  Dashbo ard.  

Support  t ime ser ie s for  

raster  data  

Some  user s f ro m the  

earth  o bserv at ion  f ie ld  

requested a  way  to  be  

able  to  inc lud e t ime 

ser ies  raster  data  throug h 

Rasd aman  

The import  pro cess 

through WCS -T has been  

improved  for  import ing  

raster  data  cube s  
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2.1.4. Management & Monitoring 
 

Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Disconnect  the  cata logu e 

topics  f ro m the  topic  

h ierarchy  in  inter act ive  

maps  

The stand ard beh avior  o f  

the  in teract ive  maps w as 

to  u se the  resour ce ’s  

assigned  top ics  (f ro m 

publ ishers)  an d u se the m 

to  popu late  the  layer  

h ierarchy  of  the  

interact ive  map s.  

However ,  s ince  a  resour ce  

can  fa l l  in  more  th an o ne  

topics ,  the  layer  can  a lso 

appear  mult ip le  t ime s in  

the  layer  h ierarchy  

Imple mented.  We  

deve loped fun ct ion al i ty  

integrated in  the  

ad ministr at ive  p anel  

enabl ing the  exp l ic i t  

assign ment  of  resource s  

to  a to pic  h ier archy.  

Further ,  the  top ic  

h ierarchy  for  the  

interac t ive  map s and  the  

catalogue  can be  

comp lete ly  d i f ferent .  Th is  

enable s be tter  co ntro l  and 

curat io n of  the  inter act iv e  

maps and  is  opt ion al ;  th e  

catalogue  owner  can 

rever t  to  the  or ig in al  

behavior  

Custo m sty les  for  layers  The auto mat ic  ingest ion  

process  h andl ing al l  ste ps 

af ter  the  up load of  a  

resource  d id  no t  per mi t  

the  def in i t ion  of  the  sty le  

to  be  used  in  the  map s.  

This  w as dee med  

necessary  to  support  

nov ice  d ata  publ ishers ,  

but  a lso to  en sure  th at  

layers  f ro m d i f ferent  

publ ishers  d id  not  appe ar  

with  the  same  sty les  

Imple mented.  We  

extended the  above 

ad ministr at ive  

env i ronmen t  and  a l lowed  

the  def in i t ion  of  cu sto m 

sty le s per  resource .  Once 

aga in ,  th is  leve l  of  

curat io n is  opt io na l ;  the  

catalogue  can revert  to  

the  or ig ina l  beh av ior  

Add p aging  to  the  

ad ministr ator  d ashbo ard  

Publ isher s reque sted  for  

paging  cap abi l i t ie s in  th e  

resources  l i st  in  the  

ad ministr ator  d ashbo ar d  

This  fe ature  was  

imp lemen ted in  the  

dashb oard  

Add f i l ter ing  and sort in g 

in  the  administr ator  

dashb oard  

Publ isher s reque sted  

sort ing ,  f i l ter ing and  

search  funct ion al i ty  in  the  

ad ministr ator  d ashbo ard  

to  be  ab le  to  locate  

This  fe ature  was  

imp lemen ted in  the  

dashb oard  
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resources  faste r  

 

2.1.5. Multilinguality 
 

Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Language ind icator s in  

the  d ataset  p ag e  

Any ava i lab le  t ran slat ion s 

for  a  resource  sh ould  be  

v is ib le  reg ard le ss  of  the  

catalogue ’s  se lected  

langu age  

Imple mented;  a  dyn amic  

l ist  of  a l l  av ai lab le  

t rans lat ion s is  of fered fo r  

each re source  

Color -codin g progre ss  Publ isher s reque sted  th at  

the  t r ans lated f ie lds  

should  be  marked  with  

speci f ic  ce l l  co lor  (e .g .  

orange for  draf t ,  green  f or  

t rans lated ,  red f or  

pending e tc )  

Imple mented;  the  

t rans lat ion  s tatu s  is  

co lor -coded.  

Prov ide  API  funct ions  fo r  

t rans lated re source s  

User s were  intere sted  in  

acce ssing the  t r ans lated  

vector  resour ces  in  a  

machine -f r iend ly  w ay  

An API  cal l  w as  

imp lemen ted to  prov ide  

acce ss  to  t ran slated  

vector  resour ce s  

Al low  un -publ ish ing 

resource  t r an slat ion  for  

ed i t ing  

Some  publ isher s were  

concerned about  the  nee d 

to  correct  prev iou sly  

publ ished re source  

t rans lat ion s,  so  they  

asked  for  the  abi l i ty  to  

rever t  a  prev iou sly  

publ ished t r an slat ion  un t i l  

they  are  sat isf ied  w ith  the  

change s  

Vector  resource  

t rans lat ion s are  n ow 

auto mat ical ly  un publ ish ed 

when the  au thor ized  use r  

chooses  to  ed i t  the  

t rans lat ion  in  th at  

langu age ,  un t i l  he  se lects 

to  pub l ish  ag ain  

Metad ata t ran slat ions  UI  

tab  

Publ isher s reque sted  for  

a  new  “Tr an slat ion s”  tab  

in  the  Dataset  

Man age ment  are a of  

CKAN in ste ad  of  a  

“Tran slate”  Bu tton leadin g 

to  a separ ate  t ranslat ion  

page  

This  fe ature  was  

imp lemen ted add ing a  

t rans lat ion s tab  in  the  

dataset  manage ment  area 

in  CKAN 
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2.1.6. Interlinking 

 
Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Unsu ccessfu l  inter l ink in g  When at  le ast  one  

e lement  in  the  so urce  

colu mn canno t  be  l inked 

with  the  target  co lumn 

( i .e .  no  matches) ,  then  the  

comp lete  inter l ink ing  

processe s should  be  able  

to  successfu l ly  com plete .  

Imple mented;  th is  

comment  is  p ar t icu lar ly  

appropr iate  for  geo spat ia l  

data of  low  qu al i ty ,  or  fo r  

h istor ica l  d ata  ( e. g .  c i ty  

nam es  us ed  d eca d es  ag o ) .  

The inter l ink ing  proce ss  

can  be  co mp leted  i f  and  

only  i f  a l l  e le ments  of  th e  

source  colu mn have  bee n  

l inked  with  the  target  

co lu mn.  

Ran ked re sults  For  e ach  e le ment ,  the  

ranking  of  can did ate  

matches  w ith  the  source  

colu mn should  be  more  

c lear  

Imple mented;  we  s l ight ly  

redesigned  the  UI  to  

improve  v is ib i l i t y  

Color -codin g progre ss  The u ser  shou ld  be  

fur ther  ass is ted dur ing 

the  proce ss  for  manual ly  

rev iewing/edi t ing  l ink ing  

results  

Imple mented;  we  s l ight ly  

redesigned  the  UI  to  

improve  v is ib i l i t y .  

Publ isher s can  now  

immediate ly  d ist inguish  

l inks e stabl ished  

manual ly .  

Colu mn order ing  The u ser  shou ld  be  able  

to  reorder  co lu mns and 

thus  ga in  a  better  

overv iew of  each row  th at  

needs to  be  inter l inked  

No act ion taken;  co lu mn  

reorder ing w as  a l ready  

supported  

Ind icat ing row s edi ted  b y  

the  publ isher  

Publ isher s reque sted  th at  

someh ow they should  be  

able  to  te l l  in  wh ich ro w s 

they  ed i ted the  inter l in ke d 

results  

Imple mented ;  an 

addit ion al  f ie ld  ex ists 

showing  a che ckmark  for  

rows ed i ted by  the  

publ isher  

 
 

2.2 DATA DISCOVERY 
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Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Explore  publ ished  data  

based  on  organ iz at ion  

h ierarchy  

Vis i tor s wou ld  l ike  to  

explore  the  h ier archy of  

publ ic  sector  

organiz at ions  (e .g .  

Min ist ry ,  D epa rtm ent )  an d 

d iscover  i ts  p ubl ished  

data sets .  Th is  

funct ion al i ty  h as been  

of fered in  the  prev ious  

vers ion  of  geod ata.gov .g r  

No act ion ;  the  h ier archy 

of  publ ic  sector  

organiz at ions  is  no t  

publ ic ly  ava i lab le  in  a 

machine -readab le  for mat ,  

whi le  the  no t ion  of  

h ierarchy  only  serve s 

v is i tors  work ing  in  the  

publ ic  sector  

View  in  a  g lance  the  

ava i lab le  formats and  

serv ices  of  a  d ataset  

The su mmary  of  a  dataset  

(as  inc luded in  any  se arch 

result )  sh ould  prov ide  th e  

l ist  of  formats/ serv ices  

ava i lab le .  

Imple mented;  wh i le  

v is i tors  can down lo ad 

resources  at  the i r  

format/CRS of  choice ,  i t  

was  con sidered  important  

to  h ig hl igh t  the  or ig in al  

resource  for m at  

Ind icator  for  INSPIRE 

metadata  co mpl iance  

When v iewing  a  d ataset ,  

v is i tors  wan ted a  s imp le  

ind icat io n prov id ing  at  a  

g lance  infor mat io n 

regard ing  INSPIRE 

metadata  co mpl iance  

Imple mented;  a  s imple  

check box  in  grey  with  th e  

words ‘ INSPIRE ’  appe ars  

next  to  Metad ata  

Single  Downlo ad button  Two  downlo ad  button s  

where  prov ided ,  o ne for  

the  or ig ina l  re source  and  

the  other  for  invoking  on  

demand t ran sformat ions  

in  other  for mats/ CRS.   

Imple mented;  a  s ing le  

button prov ides  th is  

funct ion al i ty  

S impl i fy  on -de mand 

t ransfor mat io n  

User s aske d for  a  s imple r  

way of  t r ansfor ming the  

data ,  before  downlo adin g 

them from the  “Down lo ad”  

dataset  but ton.  

Imple mented  us ing a  

Jav aS cr ipt  pop -up 

window ,  where  the  user  

se lects the  SRS and  the  

output  for mat  of  the  

resource .  

Web Serv ices  as  

resources  

Vis i tor s co uld  not  

understand where  they  

could  d iscover  the  

auto mat ical ly  gener ated  

OGC serv ice s;  user s h ad  

to  press the  Detai l  but to n  

Imple mented;  we  have  

rep laced  the  ‘Detai ls ’  

button w ith  ‘Endpo int ’ ,  

which d i rects to  the  

serv ice ’s  Ge tCapab i l i t ie s  
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Dataset  av ai lab i l i ty  in  

interact ive  map s  

Vis i tor s w anted  a d i rect  

l ink  f rom the  resource  to  

the  in teract ive  map  

Imple mented;  the  

dedicated Map  but ton at  a  

resource  open ’s  the  

interact ive  map  and  the  

corresponding  layer  

 

2.3 INTERACTIVE MAPS 
Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Search  for  p lacename s 

and v is ib le  layers  in  the  

main  se arch b ox  

The top - leve l  se arch  box  

by  defau lt  shou ld  inc lud e 

p lacen ames and sear ch 

only  on  v is ib le  layer s ;  th e  

prov ided funct ion al i ty  f o r  

search  across al l  

publ ished d ata was 

deemed over ly  complex  

Imple mented  

Search  for  av ai lab le  

layers  

The le f t -pane search  box  

by  defau lt  shou ld  prov id e  

results  on ly  for  the  

ava i lab le  layers  an d no t  

for  Top ics/Pu bl ishers  

Imple mented  

Improve the  v is ib i l i ty  of  

map to ols  

The map  tools  were  

ava i lab le  in  a  bot to m - lef t  

pane ;  many  u sers could  

not  e as i ly  f ind  the m  

Imple mented;  the  map  

tools  are  per manen t ly  

v is ib le  at  the  top -r ight  

pane of  the  map s  

Remove need  to  expl ic i t l y  

press  the  ‘Se lect  Object ’  

button  

For  u sers  not  fami l iar  

with  GIS ,  the  need  to  

press  ‘Se lect  Object ’  and  

thus  t ran si t  f ro m p ann in g 

to  se lect ion w as 

considered  unin tu i t ive  

Imple mented;  se lect  

funct ion al i ty  is  turned -o n 

by  defau lt  

Uplo ad  polygon  A very  co mmon  use  case  

for  the  inter act ive  map s 

is  the  u plo ading  of  a  

polygon (bou nding  box  o r  

more  comp lex  geome try)  

in  order  to  locate  i t ,  

cross -check i t  ag ain st  

areas of  env i ron menta l  

interest ,  and  pr in t  maps.  

Imple mented;  u ser  can 

upload  a po lygon  at  a  

format/CRS of  the i r  

choosin g.   

Add CAD formats  Many  engineer s u se CAD Imple mented;  DXF f i les  
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programs  in stead of  GIS ;  

an op t ion  to  uplo ad  and  

download CAD f i les  was 

requested  

can  be  up loade d,  whi le  

map exports  can  be  

downloaded in  DXF  

Add co mmon  WPS 

serv ices  as  a l iase s  

Deve lopers  reque sted 

addit ion  of  co mmon ly  

used serv ice s ( l ike  buffe r ,  

intersect  etc )  w ith  a l iase s 

with in  the  F luent  WPS AP I  

This  fe ature  was  

imp lemen ted in  the  Data  

API  

 
 

2.4 MANAGEMENT 
 

Short  De scr ip t ion  Commen ts  Act ion  

Deploy ment  through  

conf igurat ion  

Most  ear ly  te ster s 

expressed  the i r  concern s 

regard ing  the  co mplex i ty  

of  setu p for  the  sy ste m  

We auto mated the  

instal la t ion  of  the  who le  

syste m, inc lu ding  the  

product ion  s i te ,  u sing  th e  

popular  Dev Op s 

f ramewor k  An sib le .  Users 

can  def ine  the i r  

conf igurat ion  through  

s imple  text  f i le s  and  

t r igger  the  syste m 

deploymen t .  

Part ia l  deploy ment  of  th e  

syste m 

Ear ly  te sters  asked  i f  

there  is  a  way  to  deploy  

only  p arts  of  the  sy ste m 

(e .g .  wi thout  raster  or  

vector  support )  

The insta l lat ion  proce ss  

through An sib le  w as 

adap ted to  be  f lex ib le  

enough to  sk ip  parts  of  

the  in stal lat ion dependin g 

on the  user  require ments ,  

a l tho ugh so me core  

features  (e .g .  ckanext -

publ icamundi  exten sion )  

cannot  be  removed   

 
 
 
 
 
 


